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Phase I Cultural Resources Investigations of the Predevelopment,

Ltd. Project on Long Point of Kelleys Island, Erie County, Ohio

ABSTRACT

During the period April 30 to July 6, 2004, EcoSphere Associates conducted a Phase I Cultural Resources

Survey for Predevelopment, Ltd. on Kelleys Island, Erie County, Ohio. Archaeological investigations were

designed to identify and analyze cultural resources located within the project area on Long Point of Kelleys

Island and submerged cultural resources lying on or in the adjacent bed of Lake Erie, and to assess the potential

effects to such resources of constructing and operating a seasonal lodge and a boat docking facility at this

location.

Archaeological surveys resulted in documentation of transient prehistoric utilization of the proposed lodge

location and identification of Site 33ER521, an 1860s house foundation, cellar and 2 cisterns (Lincoln House

Site). Further documentation is supplied on 2 submerged historic shipwrecks Sites 33ER481 (steambarge

ADVENTURE) and 33ER488 (scow schooner W. R. HANNA) which lie near the proposed dock location. Additional

information is also provided on a historic feature, ERI-1664 (Lincoln Stone Wall) which runs along the shore in

the southern half of the project property.

The artifacts discovered at the lodge location are chert nodules, possible core fragments, and debitage from

presumed materials exploration by prehistoric people. Based on the absence of tools or evidence of lithic tool

manufacturing, this location was not judged to be of appropriate significance to warrant designation as an

archaeological site.

The land historic sites (Lincoln House and Lincoln Stone Wall) are far removed from the proposed

construction activities, and with appropriate care on the part of contractors, they will be exposed to a minimal

risk of disturbance. These sites also serve as habitat for the federally threatened Lake Erie watersnake, which

provides an additional level of protection for these sites. Based on these considerations, no historic properties

will be adversely affected by building the seasonal lodge.

Diver investigation and a side-scan sonar survey in the vicinity of the proposed boat docking facility

confirm that no submerged shipwrecks, or other cultural features, are found in the project area other than the 2

historic shipwreck sites referenced above. Analyses of coastal processes, construction practices, nearby docking

facilities, and anticipated watercraft movements reveal no significant concerns related to potential disturbance

of the historic sites, while demonstrating some positive benefits of the proposed structure. Potential conflicts are

identified between shipwreck divers and boaters utilizing the docking facility. These are not substantial, and

recommendations are put forth to minimize and resolve conflicts so that the proposed facility can safely operate

without restricting current uses of the submerged cultural resources.
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